Iron Author (well, kinda)    May 3-4, 2007

Barbara McGrath vs. 6th Graders

Objective:  

To model the writing process-from idea to finished product-of a children’s story/book.

Learning Targets:  

Students will refurbish (drawing and writing) a children’s story (“The Three Little Pigs”) from a new perspective (red-tailed hawk, deer, wild-turkey, or oak tree).

Students will work collaboratively to accomplish a multi-step process.

Materials:

Pencils (for students to draft and write)

Markers (for storyboarding art)

Art supplies for drawing (colored pencils, markers, white-out, pencil sharpeners)

Newsprint templates (15 for each team=45 total)

Book pages templates (15 art pages, 15 writing pages per team= 45 art pages and 45 writing pages total) 

Blank Books (3)

Glue (for piecing pages into blank book)

Procedure:

Thursday (1 hour total)

On Thursday during morning Long Crew (8:40-9:40AM), author Barbara McGrath will give a presentation to the entire 6th grade in the Wellness Room.  She will cover her career as an author and the extent of the writing process, highlighting with pertinent examples, etc.  She will finish the morning with a simple segue into what our undertakings on Friday will consist of, as individual teams.  

Friday (2 hours total)

Schedule of book construction lesson held in Wellness Room:

Period 1 and 2:  Fisher/Mathews Team

Period 3 and 4 (excluding lunch):  Harrison/Hilly/Sloan

Period 5 and 6: Zimmerman/Crow

Procedure (cont.):

1. 10 minutes Barbara will read the original story of “The Three Little Pigs.” 

a. Alert students that you are going to collectively “storyboard” “The Three Little Pigs” but from the perspective of  a red-tailed hawk, deer, wild-turkey, or oak tree (depending on what each team’s preference).   
2. 15 minutes Have blank newsprint (3ft.x5ft?) on walls, with simple guiding captions.  Either a teacher or a selected student draws the corresponding picture.  This can be guided by Barbara or another adult. 

3. 10 minutes When the storyboarding finishes, you will instruct kids of their next task as pairs or individuals (depending on the prescribed breakdowns). 

a. Kids will be assigned to a particular portion of the storyboard (ie,, the cover).  

b. They are expected to write (2-4 quality sentences) and draw their own versions of the respective perspective-hawk, deer, etc.-for their assigned section of the story. 

c. Also, explain the objective of putting everyone’s writing and pictures together at the end to create a new version of “The Three Little Pigs.” 

d. Show them the blank books. 

4. 35-40 minutes.Set students free to work at desks with appropriate art supplies and page templates. Set a goal for when everyone should be finished to ensure the book can be pieced together with glue and read.  

a. As students finish their portions have them revise accordingly dependent on others’ progress.  Have students place pages in the book when they finish. 

(there could be some dead time in here when certain groups finish earlier than others.  Perhaps we could have expedition exemplars and/or children’s books example for them to putter with).

5. 5 minutes Once the book is entirely complied, have students gather as a group again.  Barbara will read the new book to the students.  

6. 15-20 minutes Evaluation/Reflection: (It might be useful to have an adult take notes for this on chart paper to refer to throughout the expedition and motivate students to participate in the conversation) 
a. The successes and room for changes/improvement from the book.  

b. Do a success and changes for the process of creating this book too.  

c. Reiterate that this was a model for what they will be conducting over the next few weeks with the hope of distributing ours to the local Audubon Society???? to use as an educational resource.

7. 5 minutes Clean-up/Set-up for next lesson:

Spend this time recycling the old storyboards, placing chairs out of the way, gathering art supplies, and throwing away any garbage. 

8. Public thank you to Barbara McGrath!!!!

The time for this lesson adds up to around 100 minutes.  The time we’ve allotted is about 110 minutes.  Please react accordingly to prepare for the next lesson in the wellness room.

To Do’s and who’s doing it:

1. Creation of the templates (2 separate-drawing and writing) students will use in pairs. Cat?
2. Newsprint for storyboarding.  I feel that for set-up sake, we should have three sets made and then place them one on top of the other to be torn down after each session in the wellness room. Kritsin and Allison?  

3. 3 Blank Books Sandy?
4. Break down “The Three Little Pigs” into 15? different sections (remember, if need be,  cover page, title page, gratitude, etc.) Noreen?

5. Breaking teams into pairs/individuals Independent teams

6. Choosing you’re the perspective you want the new “Three Little Pigs” story to be from. Independent teams
7. Who will do the artwork for your storyboarding aspect of the lesson? Independent teams
8. Reserving the wellness room for the whole day Friday and Thursday morning crew.  Working out logistics with Related Arts classroom space.  Kristin, you could just resend that email/schedule you devised already.
9. Remind your crews of this changed schedule come Friday, noting possible missed Related Arts/World Language classes.  Everybody
10. Setting up the wellness room chairs and desks Thursday and Friday morning before school.  (I think that having kids on the floor to begin and then work in chairs/desks/floor when it’s work time)  Ben and the Z crew 

11. Setting the wellness room up for Friday’s lesson.  All of us teachers involved to see where things are and how transitions will go.
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